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Mats Mats Quarry Final EIS  4-84 
Chapter 4 – Comment Letters and Responses 

 
Response to Letter 25 

 
JOHNSON, GINGER 

 
 
 
1. Comment acknowledged.  Please refer to Response to Letter 7 (Mats Mats Area 

Coalition), comment 116 for a discussion regarding stockpiles. 
 
2. EPA noise guidelines suggest a day-night sound level (Ldn) of 55 dBA.  This is not a 

regulated level because it does not take into account the cost or feasibility of 
implementing measures that could guarantee these levels.  Many locations in the U.S. 
currently exceed this level, including some rural areas where wind can be the dominant 
noise source.  However, existing sound levels in the project vicinity under light wind or 
calm conditions and with the quarry in operation ranged from 46 to 52 dBA Ldn, which 
easily meets the EPA guidelines. 

 
 The air quality dispersion modeling analysis described in Appendix XII of the Draft EIS 

indicates that the Quarry is currently in compliance with the PM10 National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards (NAAQS), and would continue to be under the Proposed Action.  
Please refer to Response to Letter 4 (Jefferson County), comment 2 for additional detail 
on air quality modeling. 

 
3. Comment acknowledged. 
 


